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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">It is unlikely that the most specious arguments<BR>could justify Giles Mompesson's traffic in adulterated<BR>gold, but in many of these cases individually there<BR>was no doubt something to be said for the culprits.<BR>It is not certain that the institution of monopoly,<BR>bad as it was in principle, was always operative to<BR>the common detriment in practice. Bacon, who a<BR>few months before his own impeachment had con- <BR>ducted the prosecution of Yelvcrton, was forbidden<BR>by the King to enter any defence, in the hope that<BR>his fall would pacify the Commons and put a stop<BR>to further investigations which might involve Bucking- <BR>ham himself. The King in return remitted the<BR>crushing sentence of fine and imprisonment that was<BR>passed on the Lord Chancellor. No one could<BR>suppose, however, that Bacon would have withheld<BR>his defence if he could have offered one in which he<BR>had any reasonable hope of succeeding. His pathetic<BR>cry of submission to his peers, to the Upper House<BR>that was in fact executing the commands of the Lower<BR>House : <I>' </I>My lords, it is my act, my hand, and my<BR>heart. I beseech your Lordships to be merciful to<BR>a broken reed/ was wrung from a knowledge of<BR>guilt about which there can be no doubt. Never- <BR>theless, even in this major tragedy of public corruption,<BR>the guilt was certainly painted in the blackest colours<BR>possible. Bacon in his ruin could plead with truth<BR>that his misdemeanours were a common practice of<BR>his age ; and while he freely accepted irregular</FONT><BR>\
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